[Self-esteem in Mexican pediatric patients on peritoneal dialysis and kidney transplantation].
It has been reported in literature that self-esteem increases in patients who pass from continuous ambulatory peritoneal dialysis to renal transplantation. However, our clinical observations in the Department of Nephrology of Hospital Infantil de México Federico Gómez indicate otherwise. Therefore, we carried out this research on 60 patients, children and adolescents, male and female between the ages from 8 to 15 years old, and we applied them the Coopersmith self-esteem questionnaire, which has been validated in mexican population. These findings indicate that the social environment continuous ambulatory peritoneal dialysis patients feel more adapted than patients in renal transplant (p = 0.05). However it was also observed that these patients tried to show a better image on their situation through compensatory mechanisms (defense p = 0.03). It was concluded that it would be necessary to follow the adaptation of the transplanted patients, in order to help them achieve complete rehabilitation.